[Effects of intra-hepatic arterial injection of mitoxantrone for hepatocellular carcinoma].
Twenty patients with unresectable hepatoma, recurrent hepatoma or metastatic liver cancer were treated by intra-hepatic arterial injection of mitoxantrone, and its effectiveness and side effects were studied. In 35.5% of the patients, complete or partial responses were seen. The survival intervals after the beginning of therapy were from one to 21 months (mean, 9.4 months) and one-year survival ratio was 56.3%. Red blood cell, leukocyte, and platelet counts diminished significantly one week later after administration of mitoxantrone compared with the pre-administration levels. Severe hepatic dysfunction has not been experienced.